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Topic A: Kashmir Crisis
History
Jammu and Kashmir is
the northernmost region in the
Indian subcontinent, a land
historically
influenced
by
Buddhism and Hinduism and
ruled by the Sikhs and Muslims.
During British rule of India, it
was bought by the British by the
Treaty of Amritsar, however after
the partition of British India in
1947,
the
territory
has
current-day claims from Pakistan,
India, and China1. In 1947, the
Maharaja, or Prince of Kashmir,
signed the land over to India with
the provision that autonomy
would remain2. Because this area
was Muslim majority, Pakistan
sill held its claims to the land and
war broke out over the territory3.
India then took the issue to the
UN Security Council in 1948. Resolution 47 calls for a referendum, Pakistan to withdraw its
troops, India to keeps its military presence to a minimum, and implements a ceasefire which
results in a partition of the state4. In 1951, elections only in the Indian administered state of
Jammu and Kashmir favor accession to India, however the UN and Pakistan push for the
referendum to be representative of all people in Kashmir. After this, because Sheikh Abdullah,
chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir, took a pro-ratification stance in this issue, he was
dismissed from his position and replaced with a new government that ultimately defined the
Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir as part of India under the Indian constitution in 1957.
During this time, China is gradually occupying the Aksai Chin region, control of which is
solidified after a brief war with India in 19625. Between India and Pakistan, the ceasefire line is
violated time and time again. There was a war between India and Pakistan over Kashmir in 1965,
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and from 1971-72. The latter results in the Simla Agreement of 1972 which calls for the
ceasefire line being referred to as the line of control6. After this, the Opposition Plebiscite Front
in Indian-controlled Jammu and Kashmir dropped their demand for a referendum in return for
extensive autonomy in 1974, and Sheikh Abdullah comes back in power. In 1984 the Indian
Army seizes the Siachen Glacier, which is an area not defined by the Line of Control, and
Pakistan makes numerous attempts to capture the area7.
Tensions start to escalate when India accuses Pakistan in 1987 of despatching fighters
across the Line of Control, which Pakistan denies. The Indian Army Killed around 100
demonstrators at Gawakadal Bridge, and attacks and threats resulted in almost all Hindus in the
Kashmir Valley moving out of the state. Then India Imposes the Armed Forces Special Powers
Act in Jammu and Kashmir in 19908. There is increased violence against civilians by both sides
in Kashmir and Kashmiri militants are deploying hundreds of thousands of troops across the
area. This results in another war in 1999 after these militants crossed over from the Pakistan
administered region to the Indian administered region. India breaks off relations with Pakistan
after accusing them of being behind the attack. The Indian army killed a demonstrator in 2010,
which caused another series of protests to erupt in the Indian side of Kashmir9. The issue of
demonstrators being killed is becoming increasingly prevalent in the region, and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah grants amnesty for the 1,200 men who threw stones at security during
anti-government protests in 201110. The Indian State Human Rights Commission then confirms
the presence of 2,000 unidentified bodies in unmarked graves near the Line of Control, which is
suspected to be those people who were arrested by security. In 2013 Prime ministers of Pakistan
and India meet to try and reduce violent incidents at the Line of Control, as this is a recurring
point of conflict. However, future talks were canceled when Pakistan consulted Kashmiri
separatist leader in advance of the 2014 talks, which prompted India to accuse Pakistan of
interfering in its internal affairs and of waging a proxy war against India in Kashmir. Violence
continues across the border11.
In 2016, India imposes an indefinite curfew in most parts of Jammu and Kashmir, which
a month later is reduced to schools, shops, and banks remaining shut and cellular/internet service
remains suspended. Obviously, this was met with heavy protests resulting in over 9,000 people
injured during 50 days of violence. Later that year Human Rights Watch appeals to end the
burning of schools in Jammu and Kashmir, as the number reaches 2512. In recent years, protests
have escalated because open fire across the Line of Control does not cease to happen13. In 2019,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi revoked article 370 from the Indian constitution, the
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article which granted autonomy to the Indian controlled Jammu and Kashmir region. This is one
of the more problematic and destabilizing recent actions on the region14.
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) issued a report
on Kashmir July 8, 2019, detailing serious human rights abuses. The UN has suggested that India
and Pakistan take the report seriously and produce generative debate instead of continued finger
pointing.15 This report follows a deadly attack in 2018 in which a Pakistan-based armed group
targeted Indian security forces and killed 40.16 Indian security forces have been found guilty of
“continued use of pellet-firing shotguns” that have caused the deaths of many Kashmiri
protestors. The UN has stated India should publicly order it’s security forces to abide by UN
basic principles on the use of force.17 The report also condemned the lack of justice in past
instances of murder and enforced disapearances as well as alleged sexual violence perpetrated by
Indian security forces.18 India’s Armed Forces Special Powers Act has prevented its security
forces in Jammu and Kashmir from being prosecuted in civilian courts, which the report calls an
obstacle to accountability in the region.19 The UN has also decried India’s Public Safety Act,
which allows for detention without charge or trial for up to two years, a measure which has been
used as a tool for political suppression. The OHCHR has also claimed Pakistan has engaged in
similar political suppression in the Pakistan-administered part of Kashmir through restricting
freedoms, especially of minority groups, and participating in forced disappearances.20 The Indian
Government has rejected the report outright and Pakistan has called for the alteration of pieces
they believe were unfairly reduced in scope
to Pakistan-administered Kashmir. The
South Asia director Meenakshi Ganguly has
stated, “Authorities in both countries should
use the opportunity created by the UN report
to change course and hold accountable those
who’ve committed serious abuses.”21
Physical and Human Geography
Jammu and Kashmir includes the
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Pakistani states of Gilgit-Balistan and Azad
Kashmir, and the Chinese regions of Aksai
Chin and Trans-Karakoram22. Located
between the Himalaya Valley and the Pir
Panjal Mountain range, the majority of the
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territory is mountainous and the entire region is prone to seismic activity. the region is quite
beautiful and rich in rice, cotton, fruits, nuts, spices (most notable saffron), timber, and fish. With
limited fossil fuels, the majority of the exported goods are produced, and the major industries
include metalware and handicrafts23. Despite being a fruitful region, it is very difficult to access
due to the lack of infrastructure development, specifically the lack of roads. For example, the cart
road that goes through the Banihal Pass, linking Jammu with the Vale of Kashmir, is a dangerous
and often impassable road due to severe weather24.
Though the demographics of the people vary depending on the region the official
language is Urdu and two thirds of the population is Muslim while the majority of the remaining
third are Hindu, with minorities of Sikhs and Buddhists25. The majority of the Jammu region,
which also serves as the region’s capital in the winter season, are Hindu, and the majority speak
Dogri. In the Vale of Kashmir, the majority of the people are Urdu or Kashmiri speaking
Muslims. Ladakh, the northeastern region is usually referred to as “Little Tibet,” and is also
physically divided by the Himalayas. The eastern region of Ladakh primarily has Buddhists of
Tibetan ancestry while the western region is predominantly Muslim26.
Current Country Positions
UN Security Council resolutions on Kashmir have attempted to calm the violence
through asking for India and Pakistan to both make concessions. The focus of these resolutions
was to end fighting in the region and was organized by the United Nations Commission for India
and Pakistan composed of representatives from the former state of Czechoslovakia, Belgium,
Colombia, Argentina and the United States. The United States has historically tried to mediate
the crisis with the help of UN member states and many voices from the European Union. India,
Pakistan and China all claim overlapping parts of Kashmir with Pakistan and India clashing
frequently. The United States vacillates between attempts to mediate the conflict and call for
India and Pakistan to enter into bilateral talks without the intervention of the United States.
What to Include in a Resolution
Citizens of Kashmir face uncertainty and violence on a frequent basis, with little hope in sight.
The struggle for control of the territory has lasted for decades now with three nuclear powers
vying for the right to administer the region. Murders, forced disapearance, extrajudicial killings,
rape and impunity are the reality for many Kashmiri citizens, and without the help of the
international community, these human rights violations will only continue. Delegates will need to
work together to find solutions to these issues facing Kashmiri citizens and develop resolutions
to end the fear and violence that has for so long plagued the region.
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Problems To Consider:
The Indian administered territory does not have autonomy. What does this mean in terms of the
people’s rights?
There is little transparency between decisions being made at the government level and what the
people know.
Both countries have nuclear power.
Killing of demonstrators and activists is a very regular occurrence.
Neither side is willing to accept blame or recognize the findings of past UN investigations
India made a new police force in response to revoking rights of Jammu and Kashmir.
Has the abrogation of the Jammu and Kashmir region of broader Kashmir by India stabilized the
region and slowed human rights abuses?
Has it had the opposite effect?
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Topic B: Crisis in Venezuela
On July 4, 2019, a human rights report on Venezuela was released by the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, (OHCHR), calling for the Government of Venezuela
to take “immediate, concrete measures to halt and remedy the grave violations of economic,
social, civil, political and cultural rights documented in the country.”27 The report claims that the
government has systematically implemented a strategy to suppress, criminalize and eliminate
opponents of the regime. The OHCHR has said it has the government’s commitment to
addressing some of the most urgent issues occuring in the country including torture and
widespread impunity. Nicolás Maduro, the contested president of the country, is engaged in a
violent power struggle with the opposition movement headed by Juan Guiádo. Maduro won the
presidency by a slim margin following the death of his socialist predecessor, Hugo Chavez in
2013.28 Maduro presided over an economy plummeting, mainly resulting from continued
socialist economic policies. Maduro won a second time in 2018 in an internationally and
domestically condemned election in which most candidates were jailed or otherwise effectively
prevented from running.29 In January of 2019, Juan Guiádo declared himself president citing the
outcome of the presidential election as illegitimate. He was immediately backed and recognized
by the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, France and Germany among others.30
Maduro is recognized by Russia, China, Iran, Syria and Cuba among others.31 President Maduro
has ordered the expulsion of diplomats serving countries that have recognized his opponent,
including the United States.
Maduro rules with the might of the Venezuelan military behind him but is forced to
grapple with the opposition controlled National Assembly, of which Juan Guiádo is president.
The National Assembly’s decisions and actions are routinely ignored by President Maduro in
favor of Maduro’s own specially formed “National Constituent Assembly” composed of
government loyalists.32 Venezuela security forces continue to back Maduro as Maduro continues
to shower them with pay increases and special appointments of high ranking officers to
important positions in the Venezuelan Government.33 The U.S. imposed “sweeping sanctions” on
Venezuela in August of 2019, further damaging the already weakened economy. 34
Economy
The current socialist government has been in power since 1999 with the election of Hugo
Chávez. Chávez introduced widespread socialist programs to remedy the country’s economic
woes and address the growing inequality. These new socialist policies include nationalization of
the country’s industries including the oil industry, price and currency controls and the massive
expansion of welfare programs that were financed unsustainably, largely through nationalized
industries.35 The nationalization of the agriculture industry caused agricultural production to
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shrink by 77% in the two decades since while the population increased by 33%.36 Chávez also
nationalized utilities, oil, banks and other sectors of the economy. The state control of these
industries combined with large scale mismanagement progressively caused failures in all with
water and electricity prices spiking, a decrease in oil production and forfeit of the potential
profits, government industry bankruptcy and water service interruptions alongside consistent
blackouts.37
Overvaluation of the currency was introduced to halt inflation. This was not a sustainable
policy as the government could not afford to continue trading at the correct rate internationally
and had to start printing more cash to save itself from insolvency. This ironically increased
inflation to out of control rates that continue to rise. In November 2018 the annual inflation rate
was 1,300,000% with prices doubling every 19 days. Price controls were introduced by President
Chávez to make basic items more affordable, but backfired when companies no longer found it
profitable to continue producing these items and they became scarce.38 The poor could no longer
afford basic items like food and toilet paper and the few products that did make it to the shelves
were only purchased by the wealthy. The increased sponsorship of welfare programs also ended
in economic disaster for the venezuelan government and the price of living actually increased.
The Chávez government attempted to finance these programs largely through the export of oil,
but the financial strain was so high that even a tenfold increase in oil prices from $10 a barrel to
$100 wasn’t enough to finance these programs. The government responded by printing more
money which only increased inflation and made prices rise across all sectors.39 In response, about
4 million Venezuelans have left the country in order to afford food and other basic needs. It is
one of the largest modern forced displacements in the Western Hemisphere40
Human Rights Abuses
According to the report released by the OHCHR, the Venezuelan Government has been
violating political rights of its citizens repeatedly, particularly those critical of the regime.
Gender and sexual based discrimination is rampant, especially among detained individuals as
well as violence and torture.41 Extrajudicial killings are remarkably high with the government
documenting 5,287 killings citing “resistance to authority.”42 Between January and May of 2019,
another 1,569 people were killed according to government figures.43 Deaths during anti-Maduro
protests are frequent and almost 800 documented activists currently sit in prison enduring harsh
conditions.44 There is impunity for violence committed against anti-government activists and
little legal recourse for those imprisoned due to their political persuasion. Indigenous people
have been inordinately affected by the crisis.45 Food shortage and poverty have also come as a
result of Venezuela ceasing oil production. Venezuela sits on the largest oil reserves in the world,
36
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and they are essential to the functioning of the Venezuelan economy. However, due to massive
amounts of corruption, mismanagement, and falling oil prices, Venezuela was launched into
humanitarian crisis. Hyperinflation and unpopular government began to stimulate food and
health care shortages.
Oil
Venezuela has the largest oil
reserves in the world. The properties of
the crude oil pumped from the ground in
Venezuela make it complicated to refine
and require international refineries to
assist in their production. Between 1970
and 1985 oil production dropped 50%.
As a result, Venezuela opened their
nationalised oil and energy industry,
Petróleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA),
in 1997 to foreign investment. High
levels of corruption continued at the top
of PDVSA, and Chavez socialist aims
were not compatible with the
concentration of oil wealth controlled by
the elite and not trickling down to the
masses. In trying to combat corruption and strikes amongst employees in the PDVSA, Chavez
fired 19,000 strikers in 2003 and employed those loyal to his regime, and from 2003 and 2007
Chavez continued to fire oil experts in the PDVSA.
Chavez also failed to properly appropriate the funds and revenues from the oil. Chavez
used much of the revenue from the oil production to invest into social welfare programs, leaving
little to reinvest into further production. From 2007 to 2018 oil production continued to fall at a
rapid pace. Data released from the United State’s Energy Information Administration showed
that in April, Venezuela’s crude oil production fell down to its lowest levels since January 2003
— when a countrywide strike nearly brought the state-run oil company PDVSA’s operations to a
halt. In April, crude oil production averaged 830,000 barrels per day, down from 1.2 million in
the beginning of the year.
Hyperinflation and Debt
As a result of the oil crisis, the
Venezuelan government under Maduro
began to print more paper notes which
caused a devaluation of the currency
rendering it essentially useless. By
November 2018 the inflation rate was
at 1.3m% and is projected to reach
10m% by 2019 according to the IMF’s
calculations. In November 2018,

$1U.S. = $637 Venezuelan Bolivars. As a result, Venezuelans are able to afford to next to
nothing -- food being the most critical (11).
To combat the current Maduro regime and its acceptance of human rights violations the
United States levied economic sanctions against Venezuela. From 2014 to the present day the US
under President Obama had levied sanctions on Maduro and his family, his cabinet, supreme
court officials, military officials, police officials, and others in nationalized industries that were
deemed corrupt. In 2018 under President Trump, the PDVSA was sanctioned. The United States
also deems the Venezuelan oil trade to Cuba as suspect and sanctioned Venezuelan transport
vessels transporting oil to Cuba in 2019, because Cuba was supporting the Maduro Presidency
(7). International debt has more than doubled over the past decade and as of March 2019 totaled
$156 billion (8). According to OPEC, oil production in Venezuela makes up for 98% of the
country’s revenue (9).
Food and Water
As a result of Chavez’s extensive investment in importing food from the oil revenues of
the country to the poor fell apart as oil production fell. As a result, much of the Venezuelan
population is left without food. 90% of Venezuelan’s live below the poverty line and
hyperinflation in the country further deepens these effects (10). Workers making minimum wage
can only afford 20% of the food they could afford in 2012 (11). The food shortages have caused
many to die from malnutrition, many of them children. More than 3 million Venezuelan refugees
have fled the crisis (10). Trying to alleviate the issue of food shortages Maduro established the
Local Committee for Supplies and Production schemes, who were responsible for food rations.
Yet, the organization was corrupt and conspired with government insiders to hand out enough to
maintain the shortage (11). The military is responsible for controlling the imports and rations of
food. Maduro appears to keep it this way so that the military is well fed and supports the
Maduro regime (5).
What to Include in a Resolution?
The crisis in Venezuela concerns both citizens and the international community.
Thousands of citizens every day face immediate dangers that threaten their lives as a result of the
mismanagement of the government. Beginning with economic mismanagement Venezuela was
launched into a considerable recession, exacerbated by hyperinflation. Now, much of the
population is left without medical care for treatable illness as well as a lack of food which is not
reaching the mouths of citizens. The G7 has offered economic relief to the nation of Venezuela,
but Maduro questions the integrity of the action. Many international divides are forming as a
result of this crisis, most notably between Russia and China, against France and the United
States. With no end in sight, the United Nations must work in collaboration to find an end to the
food, health, oil, and economic crisis in the country.

Questions to Consider?
Does your country recognize Nicolás Maduro or Juan Guiádo as the rightful president of
Venezuela?
Does your country have trade with or have sanctions levied on Venezuela?
What can your country do to alleviate the human rights crisis?
What effect does the crisis and mass migration have on neighboring countries in South America?
Is socialism to blame for the crisis or government mismanagement? Can the country continue
under this current regime or is a complete shift in government needed to remedy the crisis?
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